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SUBJECT: COMMENTS BY EISHERIES MINISTER LE BLANC ON 1978 
INTERIM AGREEMENT 

1 . EISHERIES MINISTER ROMEO LE BLANC DEFENDED HIMSELF IN 
THE COMMONS QUESTION PERIOD MAY 5 AGAINST CHARGES HE WAS 
MAKING CONCESSIONS TO THE U.S. IN ORDER TO GAIN IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF THE INTERIM FISHERIES AGREEMENT (SEE PARA 3 FOR 
FULL TRANSCRIPT). IN RESPONSE LE BLANC SAID THE POSSIBIL- 
ITY OF CLOSURE OF SWIFTSURE BANK WAS CONTAINED IN AGREE- 
MENT AS A CONSERVATION MEASURE. CANADA DID NOT AGREE ON 
THE NEED FOR THE CONSERVATION MEASURE BUT RECOGNIZED IT 
COULD BE REQUESTED. LE BLANC SAID U.S. AUTHORITIES HAVE 
BEEN INEORMED THAT WITH THE CLOSURE OE SWIETSURE, CANADA 
EXPECTED THE U.S. TO IMPLEMENT THE TERMS OE THE 1978 
INTERIM FISHERY AGREEMENT, INCLUDING CANADIAN ACCESS TO 
SALMON TROLLING OFE THE WEST COAST OF WASHINGTON STATE 
AND GRANTING OF THE 26 INCH SALMON PRIVILEGE. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW REPORTED IN MAY 16 CP ARTICLE, LE 
BLANC IS QUOTED AS SAYING HE HAD NO REASON TO EXPECT THE 
AMERICANS WOULD NOT ACCEPT THE CANADIAN POSITION. 

"A SILLY POSITION ON BOTH SIDES COULD HURT BOTH SIDES." 

"U.S. FISHERMEN STAND TO LOSE CONSIDERABLY" IE SHUT OUT 
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OF CANADIAN WATERS. SAME ARTICLE QUOTES A GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMAN AS SAYING THAT WHILE THE SWIETSURE CLOSING 
MIGHT APPEAR TO BE A CONCESSION, IT WAS NOT A MAJOR 
FISHERY, "WE'RE GOING TO TAKE A LITTLE HEAT NOW" BUT 
WASHINGTON WOULD EEEL THE PRESSURE "WHEN THE SITUATION 
DAWNS ON THE OTHER EISHING INTERESTS IN THE U.S." 
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3. FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF MAY 15 QUESTION PERIOD 
EXCHANGES ON INTERIM AGREEMENT: 

DONALD MUNRO (ESQUIMALT-SAANICH): MR. SPEAKER, MY 
QUESTION IS EOR THE MINISTER OE EISHERIES, WHO WAS ON THE 
WEST COAST OVER THE WEEKEND AND KNOWS SOME OE THE PROBLEMS 
WE EACE THERE AND THE DIEEICULTIES OE IMPLEMENTING THE 
INTERIM AGREEMENT. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE MINISTER AGREED TO CLOSURE 
OE THE SWIETSURE FISHING GROUNDS TO CANADIANS IN ORDER 
TO GAIN SOME CONCESSIONS FROM THE UNITED STATES. I 
WONDER WHETHER HE COULD SAY IE THIS CLOSURE APPLIES TO 
CANADIANS AND THE AMERICANS, AND WHAT CONCESSIONS HE 
HOPED TO GET FROM THE UNITED STATES ON THIS PARTICULAR 
OCCASION? 

LE BLANC: MR. SPEAKER, THE CLOSURE IS FOR CANADIAN AND 
AMERICAN EISHERMEN. I DO NOT KNOW WHERE THE WORD "CON- 
CESSION" CAME FROM. THE EACT IS THAT THE POSSIBILITY OP 
THE CLOSURE OF SWIFTSURE WAS CONTAINED IN NEGOTIATIONS AS 
A CONSERVATION MEASURE. WE DO NOT HAPPEN TO AGREE ON THE 
NEED EOR THE CONSERVATION MEASURE, BUT IT WAS RECOGNIZED 
THAT IT COULD BE REQUESTED. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE INPORMED THE UNITED STATES 
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AUTHORITIES THAT WE PULLY EXPECT THEM TO IMPLEMENT THE 
TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT, INCLUDING CANADIAN ACCESS FOR 
SALMON TROLLING FROM THREE TO TWELVE MILES OPF THE COAST 
OP WASHINGTON STATE AND ALLOWING CANADIAN SALMON FISHER- 
MEN TO HAVE 26-INCH SALMON ABOARD. THE AMERICAN NEGOTIA- 
TOR WHO WAS INFORMED OP THIS WILL OBVIOUSLY TALK TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT, AND WE EXPECT A MEETING ON THE TWENTY-POURTH 
OR THE TWENTY-SIXTH OP THIS MONTH. 

MUNRO: A SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION, MR. SPEAKER. THE 
MINISTER HAS NOT SAID WHETHER CONCESSIONS WERE MADE ON 
THE EAST COAST AS WELL. SINCE THE PRIME MINISTER CLAIMS 
TO BE ON SUCH GOOD PERSONAL TERMS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, 

WHY IS IT NECESSARY FOR US TO GET DOWN ON OUR KNEES AND 
PLEAD AND MAKE CONCESSIONS TO THE UNITED STATES WHEN 
THERE WAS, ACCORDING TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S OWN WORDS, 

AN AGREEMENT THAT THEY WOULD SEE THIS WAS IMPLEMENTED? 

LE BLANC: MR. SPEAKER, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE HON. MEMBER 
HAS BEEN READING SOME OF THE PRESS PROM THE WEST COAST 
WHICH EOR THE LAST POUR YEARS HAS USED WORDS LIKE "SELL- 
OUT" AT A TIME WHEN WE HAVE, IN FACT, NEGOTIATED SO 
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TOUGHLY. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO REACH A PERMANENT 
AGREEMENT AND THAT IS WHY WE REFUSED TO GIVE IN ON SOME 
FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES WHERE WE THINK CANADIAN INTERESTS 
SHOULD NOT BE BARGAINED WITH. I AM AFRAID THE SECOND PART 
OF THE HON. MEMBER'S QUESTION ESCAPED ME. 

MUNRO: THE EAST COAST. 

LE BLANC: ON THE EAST COAST THERE IS NO QUESTION OF A 
CONCESSION. WE INDICATED TO THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTA- 
TIVES THAT WE WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE WAY THE AGREE- 
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MENT WAS BEING CARRIED OUT ON THE EAST COAST AND WE ASKED 
THEM TO COME BACK WITH CLARIFICATION. 

LLOYD CROUSE (SOUTH SHORE): MR. SPEAKER, I HAVE A 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION EOR THE MINISTER OE FISHERIES. IN 
VIEW OF THE FACT THAT ON FEBRUARY 6, 1978, THE CANADIAN 
ADVISERS TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ON THE CANADA-UNITED 
STATES BOUNDARY DISPUTE UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD REEUSE TO SIGN AN INTERIM FISHERIES 
AGREEMENT, AND SINCE THE UNITED STATES WAS TAKING A MORE 
AND MORE EXTREME POSITION AND ALL THE CONCESSIONS WERE 
BEING MADE BY CANADA AND NONE WERE BEING MADE BY THE 
UNITED STATES, I ASK THE MINISTER WHY HE DELAYED FROM 
FEBRUARY 6 TO THE PRESENT TIME TAKING A FIRM STAND ON 
UNITED STATES ACCESS TO CANADIAN WATERS FOR REDFISH, 

POLLOCK AND SWORDFISH, A STAND WHICH COULD HAVE ENCOURAGED 
THE UNITED STATES TO MAKE MAJOR CONCESSIONS ON THE BOUND- 
ARY DISPUTE? 

LE BLANC: MR. SPEAKER, I THINK THE HON. MEMBER'S QUESTION 
IS SO GARBLED WITH MISREPRESENTATION THAT I WILL HAVE TO 
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READ IT VERY CAREEULLY. ONE THING IS CERTAIN: BECAUSE 
WE REEUSED TO MAKE CONCESSIONS WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN 
REQUIRED TO REACH A PERMANENT AGREEMENT, IN EACT IN 
EEBRUARY, AS THE HON. MEMBER MENTIONED, WE INDICATED WE 
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WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO REACH A LONG-TERM AGREEMENT. THE 
INTERIM AGREEMENT, TO MY KNOWLEDGE, WAS NOT SUBJECT TO 
THE SORT OF REJECTION THE HON. MEMBER TALKS ABOUT. END 
TEXT. ENDERS 
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